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	Estonia - CLUB TOUR MAY 2006
	Tour Committee:

Richie Taylor 

Jamie Atkinson

Ayyaz Ishaque 
	

	Proposed Details

Venue – Tallinn
Dates – Bank Holiday Weekend of 27th to 30th May 2005

Estimated Cost - £250

Maximum Quota –20 Tourists

Deposit - £100 by 30th Jan

Cheques made payable to Bank of England AFC
	
	



BOE Tours

Following the success of last years Tour we are again making our own independent arrangements, with a bit of Estonian help on the footy front. Your enthusiasm and support will help a successful Tour so please get your deposit in promptly. On the event of over-subscription the tour party will be decided with reference to the guidelines set down by the Football Section Committee.

Why Tallinn?

Well, it comprises of the well-loved combo of cheap beer and cheap beer for a start. But don't panic culture vultures Tallinn has a medieval and old Medieval Old Town, which will be just lovely for those romantic evening walks. So with all tastes catered for, we can prepare to plant the BOE flag in Raekoja Plats and tick Estonia off of Ayyaz's Hard Rock Café T-shirt list.

When – May.

City tours are preferred as the weather has less impact on the enjoyment of the stay, but it is likely to be more favourable in May.  On previous occasions we have paid a premium for travelling over the Easter weekend and also some cities become pretty deserted during religious festivals. This is the second Bank Holiday Weekend in May (for any of you teachers out there it usually precedes the Half Term School Holiday). If we cannot organise as preferred it may be necessary to take 1 day of leave for the return journey.

Cost

We estimate about £250 should cover flights, board and other transport arrangements. There may be Sports Club subsidy which if received will be split between the whole party. There is also a subsidy for stakeholders of the 100 Club. We have done some research into cheap flights and to help us with Hotels. A Deposit of £100 will need to be paid by 30th Jan in order to secure flights, (prompt payment will assist in the organisation of things and your inclusion if we are over-subscribed). Note that the deposit is not refundable. Tourists should make their own travel insurance arrangements.

Football

We have made a contact with a company who can arrange a couple of games for us (and more besides should our planning go wrong). So our needs to be given the run around for 90 minutes before drinking foul tasting local specialities and welcoming new recruits (Rauol used to be in the Marines you know) should be well and truly satisfied. Confirmation of these arrangements will be available when we get it. Besides football, we’ll probably go to watch a basketball game (Estonia’s national sport) and watch Richie wow us with his kiiking skills (http://www.kiiking.ee/?lang=en&PHPSESSID=38a2d608e0abe47d279508b4e4b6c138).

More information

Please pass your cheques to any of the Tour Committee Members (The deposit is non refundable, finding a replacement will be down to the individual)

Or post to: Ayyaz Ishaque, BMS IT Support HO-G, Bank of England, Threadneedle Street London EC2R 8AH 

For more information get in touch with Ayyaz or Richie: Ayyaz.ishaque@bankofengland.co.uk  /   ritaylor@estee-lauder.co.uk
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	Estonia
Ever wanted to eat blood sausages washed down with a syrupy liquor of unknown origin, go bog walking and sleep with 80 untouchable nuns and novices? You can do it all in Estonia, the small territory which packs in some charming quirks without ruining your budget.

	History
After centuries of Danish, Swedish, German, and Russian rule, Estonia attained independence in 1918. Forcibly incorporated into the USSR in 1940, it regained its freedom in 1991, with the collapse of the Soviet Union. Since the last Russian troops left in 1994, Estonia has been free to promote economic and political ties with Western Europe. It joined both NATO and the EU in the spring of 2004

	Tallinn
A smaller Prague without the hordes of tourists. By far Estonia's largest and most populous city, it feels like a clean, green, self-contented town rather than an industrious municipality of national importance.

	Facts
Government

Parliamentary republic 
Chief of state: President Arnold RUUTEL (since 8 October 2001) 
Head of government: Prime Minister Andrus ANSIP (since 12 April 2005) 
Cabinet: Council of Ministers appointed by the prime minister, approved by Parliament 
Independence Day

Independence Day, 24 February (1918); note - 24 February 1918 is the date Estonia declared its independence from Soviet Russia; 20 August 1991 is the date it declared its independence from the Soviet Union 
Population

1,332,893 (July 2005 est.) 
Age Structure

0-14 years: 15.5% (male 106,300/female 100,446) 
15-64 years: 67.7% (male 429,843/female 472,034) 
65 years and over: 16.8% (male 74,037/female 150,233) (2005 est)

Geography

the mainland terrain is flat, boggy, and partly wooded; offshore lie more than 1,500 islands 

Location

Eastern Europe, bordering the Baltic Sea and Gulf of Finland, between Latvia and Russia 

Area

45,226 sq km 

Language
Estonian - a member of the Finno-Ugric group, with linguistic similarities to Finnish and Hungarian. Fortunately English and German are widely spoken. Russian is understood, but only as a last resort. 

Climate
Continental; cool, dark and long winters, warmish, light summers. Temperatures average -2C (28F) in January and 19C (66C) in July. 

Health
No immunisations are necessary for visiting Estonia; tap-water is drinkable. 

Food
Pork, sausages, potatoes, cream, dill and solid rye breads. However, a number of new cafes and restaurants, especially in Tallinn, cater to the European palate. Owing to the influx of Scandinavian tourists, most places are extremely clean and efficient, but some err on the pricey side. Fish is usually smoked and served as a starter. Vegetarians get short shrift but will find some meat-free options at student-oriented cafes, and can point at the food to order in the Soviet style 'bistros'. For something cheap, filling and warm, try Estonian wild mushroom soup served with thick homemade bread. Saare beer, dark and heavy, is tasty; many bars serve mulled wine - useful against the bracing night air. 
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	BANK OF ENGLAND AFC, CLUB TOUR – Tallinn, Estonia 2006

	I would like to be considered for the Club Tour

I enclose a cheque made payable to the Bank of England AFC for the amount of  £100.00 as non- refundable deposit.

	Name:
	Signature: 
	Date:
	

	Address:

	

	
	Postcode:

	Contact No:
	Email Address:

	Please send cheques and completed form to:

Ayyaz Ishaque
BMS IT Support HO-g

Bank of England, 

Threadneedle Street, London EC2R 8AH
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